FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

 ST. LOUIS KING of FRANCE CHURCH

                                                                                                   MAY 14, 2006 

CHRIST IS THE VINE AND WE ARE THE BRANCHES—AS WELL AS THE PRUNERS
   When we hear the Gospel today, we might wonder how we might become barren branches--branches that are pruned away and thrown into the fire.  It all starts with our attitude toward our role as Christian people, specifically Catholic people, who are so blessed with our true faith.  Our “health” as a branch on the vine is determined by how we feed ourselves spiritually on an on-going basis.  If we constantly plan the time we’re going to Mass on Sunday at the last minute, putting every other activity before it, or simply using the excuse that “Sunday’s the only day I don’t have to be somewhere or do something,” then we are not going to be the healthiest of branches.  Looking for places to sit in church furthest away from the altar, crowding into pews with others doing the same thing while there are a lot of rows of empty pews closer to the front of the church, gives a very clear non-verbal message:  I really don’t want to be here, and so I’ll just sit here in the back until it’s over.  If we regularly put Mass last on our Sunday afternoons and evenings, we send another clear  non-verbal message to God and to our fellow Catholics:  I’m putting this off until the last minute, when I’ve done all the other things I want to do on Sunday, even though I’m quite tired and disinterested right now.

    No one usually goes to a movie they want to see when they are tired or disinterested in more activity for the day.  Parents and children who play on sports teams know well that habitual lateness and not wearing the required uniform/clothing/equipment will result in reminders from the coach or sports director and possible expulsion from the team/sports event.  So why can’t we give the same attention to our eternal life?  Play team sports in the clothes and shoes you feel you want to play in and watch how far that will take you.  Is not our worship of God equally, if not, more, important?  Then what do we have dress clothes for if we don’t even think that we should wear them to church?

     When we meet Jesus face-to-face at our personal judgment right when we die, we will have to answer for every action that has been unacceptable to God.  What reasons will we give to Jesus for our lack of attention and care to our spiritual lives?  Do we think that a gardener is wrong to cut off dead and diseased branches from shrubs, bushes, and trees?  No, not at all!  So is Jesus wrong then, if He sees we have been diseased or dead branches, to prune us from the Vine (Himself) and throw us into the fire?  No, but we have done it to ourselves!  We’ve not given God what we were completely capable 

of giving to Him in our lives on earth:  our attention, our

care, our love, our reverence in our dress and behavior at Mass in our churches.  If we have a nonchalant, disinterested attitude toward our jobs in this life, we’re not going to get rewarded for anything.  So why should God reward us in Heaven for the same attitude toward our spiritual lives on earth?  


























      Fr. Ray Hymel
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Monday, May 15, 2006

6:30 a.m.   Poor Souls in Purgatory
8:30 a.m.   Marie Bilich
Tuesday

6:30 a.m.   M/M Joseph Mailhes
8:30 a.m.   Heyward E. Menasco
6:00 p.m.   Marion Turan Lacoste 
Wednesday

6:30 a.m.    Catherine & Joe Sheppard
8:30 a.m.    Louis Eichhorn
Thursday
6:30 a.m.     Jack & Dodie Youngblood
8:30 a.m.     Judy Braud Coney
Friday
6:30 a.m.    Dean Laurent
8:30 a.m.    Sheldon Brechtel
Saturday
8:30 a.m.    Poor Souls in Purgatory
4:00 p.m.  (Fr. Terrebonne)  Frank A. Ferrara, Stanley B. Green, Sr., Ledger & McKenna Families, Dale Roy Gabler, Irwin & Mary Lemoine, Thanks to St. Lucy, St. Jude & St. Anthony, Dan & Lucille Bianca, Josephine Scariano, Poor Souls For Favors Granted, Recovery of Fr. Braud 
Sunday, May 21, 2006
8:00 a.m.    (Msgr. Lorio)   For the Parishioners    

10:00 a.m.  (Fr. DeMaria)    Jenifer Judy Munch, Anna, Vincent, Chris & Corliss Segari, Louis Vernaci, Mervin Kornrumpf, Tara B. Schmolke, Joan Greco, Camillo d’Aquin, Aida Yochim 
12:00 noon (Msgr. Lorio) M/M Samuel Perrone

5:00 p.m.    (Fr. Terrebonne)   Paul J. Grunik
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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DYLAN MICHAEL DUVERNAY

MADISON MARIE WARE

Our prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of Albina Brown. May her soul and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
FLOWERS adorn the Altar this weekend in Loving Memory of: Allen & Frances Mattingly.
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP

WILL BURN FOR

JACQUES D. MADER, SR.
MAY 15– MAY 21
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NO BINGO this Sunday, Mother’s Day. Bingo will resume next Sunday, May 21st, with Team 1 scheduled to work. 

TUESDAY: Evening Mass, Novena and the Rosary beginning at 6:00 p.m.  
FRIDAY: Men’s Club Meeting at 7 p.m. in the Lorio Center.
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SATURDAY: Cub Scout Blue & Gold and Cub Scout Crossover 4:00 – 9:00 p.m. in the Lorio Center.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BONCO GAMES

The Knights of Columbus are re-starting their Bonco games on Saturday, May 20th, at 7:00 p.m. The games were discontinued because of Hurricane Katrina. The public is invited. For more information, call Bill Renten 831-1869 or Mike Rodriguez 837-5818.
BOY SCOUT SPAGHETTI DINNER
Boosters for Boy Scout Troop 107 will have their Spaghetti Dinner in the Lorio Center next Sunday, May 21st,   from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. The Menu includes: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Salad and bread. The cost of the dinner is $5.00 and Take –Out Orders will be available.
MEALS ON WHEELS

Have some time on your hands? Become a volunteer for Meals on Wheels. You can start by volunteering one hour per week. Contact Ed Servat at 835-0210 (Day) or 835-0763 (Night). Volunteers are needed and routes are available.

MAY IS THE MONTH OF THE ROSARY

The month of May is dedicated to Mary, our Blessed Mother. We invite all of you to pray the Rosary daily in reparation for our sins and special intentions. During the month of May the Rosary is prayed weekdays before the 6:30 a.m. Mass and after the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 

ALTAR SOCIETY OFFICERS
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Congratulations to the following newly elected officers of the SLKF Altar Society for 2006-2007. President: Merlene Franchini, Vice President: Sylvia Versowsky, Secretary: Joyce Urrata, Treasurer: Merlene Franchini. If you would like to become a member of our Altar Society, please call the rectory at 834-9977.
BUSY BEE’S TO RE-GROUP: Our Senior Citizen’s Group known as the “Busy Bees” is regrouping. If you are interested in coming back or becoming a new member in this organization, please call the Rectory at 834-9977.

HELP FEED THE NEEDY IN OUR PARISH
Please remember to bring your food donations to Mass each week: Our food bank is in need of the following food items. Can Goods: Chicken Noodle Soup, Evaporated Milk, Fruit Juices, Green Beans, Ham, Mixed Vegetables, Pork & Beans, Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes/Yams, Tomato Paste, Tomato Sauce, Tuna Fish, and Chunky Soup. Non-Can Goods: Cereals, Coffee, Coffee Creamer, Grits, Oat Meal, Pancake Mix, Pancake Syrup, Powered Milk, Peppers, Preserves, Red Beans, Salt, Sugar. Thank you for your generosity!

REGISTER NOW!
We are presently updating our Parish files and registered parishioners will receive their Church Offertory Envelopes in August. In order to cut down mailing costs those of you who have not used your envelopes since Hurricane Katrina will be marked “Inactive.” This will enable us to change the status to “Active” if and when families are able to move back home.  Registration Forms are available on the tables in church and can also be used for updating information. Completed forms can be placed in the Collection Basket. 

For My Mother
“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.”  (Exodus 20:12)

Thank you, God, for my mother. I know only a small part of who she is and what challenges she faced. I know only some of her life’s joys and sorrows, yet I do know she has given much of herself for me. The person I have become is rooted in her life. Mothering requires courage, faith and sacrifice. As years pass, my appreciation for her grows. She is a woman who has done her best to love the children you placed in her care. Lord, bless my Mother.

A MOTHER...

When you're a child she walks before you,
To set an example.

When you're a teenager she walks behind you
To be there should you need her.

When you're an adult she walks beside you
So that as two friends you can enjoy life together.

Happy Mother’s Day!   
           ~Author Unknown

UNLESS YOU ARE EXPECTING A PHONE CALL FROM JESUS, PLEASE TURN ALL CELL PHONES OFF BEFORE ENTERING THE CHURCH!

COLLECTION FOR MAY 7, 2006

BUDGET $ 7, 350.00   RECEIVED $ 5,848.00
DEFICIT    $ 1,502.00
CUMULATIVE DEFECIT    $20,190.23[image: image3.png]






The St. Louis King of France Choirs 


Proudly Present “The 2006 Spring Choral Recital”


Friday, May 19th at 7:30 p.m.


In the SLKF Church


Admission is Free








ALTAR DUTY: MAY 20 – TEAM 3












