THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

 ST. LOUIS KING of FRANCE CHURCH

       
DECEMBER 11, 2005 

“MY JOB IS IMPORTANT”
     In today’s Gospel we hear people asking John the Baptist who was he.  They were not so much interested in knowing his name as they were curious about his job, his function, his work.  He told them that he was not the expected Messiah, but that he was the voice crying in the desert to prepare the way of the Lord. He made every effort to announce the coming of Christ.

     Everyone of us has a job in the kingdom of heaven.  We all have something important to do in the family of God. 

     All of us have to realize that the simple jobs and tasks are important.  Life would be unlivable if everybody were Indian chiefs, all bosses and no workers.

     We have all heard people say: “I’m just a housewife… a janitor…. a telephone operator…. a farmer….a waitress.”

     Every job is important, not only for our fellow human beings, but it is important in the eyes of God.  As we prepare to celebrate the birthday of the Son of God, we remember that the child grew up to be a carpenter.  Do you think Jesus felt unfulfilled?  Do you think he was dissatisfied to work with a hammer and saw? No, Jesus

did gladly the work assigned to him whether it was sawing a beam of wood or dying on a beam of wood to save all men.

     Every time we celebrate Mass we celebrate the fact that Jesus carried out the plan of God.  You and I are a

part of that plan.  With the help we receive from God everyone one of us can realize that his and her job is important.  Like John the Baptist, like Jesus himself,

we will give it our best.  God bless you.

                                                        Fr. Ronald J. Braud
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           Mass Intentions
Monday, December 12, 2005
6:30 a.m.   Dean Laurent
8:30 a.m.   Catherine & Joe Sheppard
Tuesday

6:30 a.m.   Bernard “Buddy” Franz
8:30 a.m.   Raymond Musacchia
6:00 p.m.   Marcia Caparotta
Wednesday 
6:30 a.m.   Sheldon Brechtel
8:30 a.m.   Charles A. Hoffman
Thursday

6:30 a.m.   Sheldon Brechtel
8:30 a.m.    Anna & Frank Salvaggio
Friday
6:30 a.m.   Charles Steim
8:30 a.m.    Zeringue & Bourgeois Families
Saturday

8:30 a.m.   Ralph H. Romaguera
4:00 p.m.  U.S. Armed Forces, Hurricane Victims, Frank A. Ferrara, Anthony Pellitteri, John C. Monteverde, J. Melvin Vicknair, Tom Porrovecchio, Irwin & Mary Lemoine, Angelina & Edward Corcoran, Philip L. Anselmo, Stanly B. Green, Sr. 
Sunday December 18, 2005
8:00 a.m. For the Parishioners    
10:00 a.m. Hurricane Victims, Our Local “Heroes”, Anna, Vincent, Chris & Corliss Segari, Our Lady’s Pro-Life Intentions, Jack Witten, Louis Vernaci, Raymond H. Flanagan, Marcia Caparotta, Joseph Campieri, George H. Creath Jr., George H. Creath III 
12:00 Noon   Frank J. Giardina 
5:00 p.m.       Paul J. Grunik                      
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

[image: image3.png]Rest in Peace




Our prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of Dorothy McCabe and Edward Guttierrez, Sr. May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP

WILL BURN FOR
JAMES FRISELLA
DECEMBER 12 – DECEMBER 18
FLOWERS adorn the Altar this weekend in loving memory of:  Allen & Frances Mattingly
[image: image6.png]



BINGO resumes this Sunday at 6:15 p.m. (Doors open at 4:30 p.m.) with Team 8 (KC’s) scheduled to work and Team 2 (SLKF Parent’s Club) on deck for December 18th.
BINGO WORKERS NEEDED

We need volunteers to help with our weekly Bingo games. Please call the rectory at 834-9977 if you can lend a helping hand. 

MONDAY: Men’s Club Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Lorio Center.
TUESDAY: Mass, Novena & the Rosary beginning at 6:00 p.m.  

FRIDAY:  Christmas Liturgy will be celebrated for the school children at 8:30 a.m. Christmas holidays begin with early dismissal at 11:00 a.m. 

HOLIDAY CARE
Holiday Before and After Care will begin on Monday, December 19th – Friday, December 23rd.   The times are from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. There will be no Holiday Care during the week of December 26th -30th.
CONGRATULATIONS to Deacon Gilbert Schmidt as he celebrates his 25th Anniversary to the Diaconate. The celebration will take place this Sunday, December 11th at St. Angela Merici Church beginning with 12:30 p.m. Mass. Reception will follow.  

FATHER KINNEY SEMINARY BURSE
[image: image7.png]


In his will, Father Kinney left $10,000 to begin a Burse to help pay the costs of training young men for the priesthood of the Archdiocese at St. Joseph and Notre Dame Seminaries. If you wish to donate to this burse in memory of Father Kinney send your check to St. Francis Xavier Parish Center. For more information call 834-0340.

THE CHRISTMAS TREE HAS ROOTS IN FAITH

   Like many of our Christmas traditions, the background of the Christmas tree is a patchwork quilt of many cultures. One piece concerns St. Boniface, a missionary in the time of Pope Gregory II. St. Boniface knew that his greatest challenge as missionary was to wipe our pagan superstitions that kept the people from accepting the Gospel he preached. One Christmas Eve, St. Boniface was traveling through the woods with his companions and came upon the townspeople gathered around a sacred oak about to sacrifice a young man to their god, Thor. St. Boniface stopped the sacrifice and chopped down the mighty oak. Behind the oak stood a young fir tree. St. Boniface called it the tree of the Christ–child and encouraged the people to bring it into town where it was placed in the great hall of the duke. They placed candles on its branches and listened while St. Boniface told the story of the Nativity and the Baby who would grow up to be the Savior. Many who heard were converted. 

 DECORATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS
Remember loved ones at Christmas with decorations for the altar. Please make your check for $10.00 payable to the SLKF Altar Society with the name of the person or family to be remembered PRINTED CLEARLY. Place it in an envelope marked CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS and drop it in the Sunday Collection or bring it to the Rectory. Decorations for Christmas are donated in loving memory of : Marie & Barry Harges, E.L. “Pete” Lucas, Charles Steim, Irwin Lemoine, Mary Lemoine, Lucille Marsalone, M/M Edward J. Faciane & Sons, Jules Greenberg, M/M Charles H. Clotworthy, Sr., Jack & Casey Steger, Benny & Millie Bayard, Marlene Mayley, M/M Pascal Calico, Bernard Abadie, Ronald Abadie, Joseph Franchini, M/M C. J. Loup, Rose & Charles Spizale, Harold F. Richard, Bridget Yerby Richard, James A. Owens, Sr., Joseph S. Maggiore, Sr., Louise Fourcade, John Frost, Joseph Lang, Sr., Judy Braud Coney, Clementine Esquivel; Mattingly, Lorio, Gaudin, Voorhies, Federico, Hanford, Gonzales, Fourcade, Franchina, Seeger, Daray, Montgomery, Cassidy, April, Landry, Hechler, Raymond, Swan, Viloria, Zito, Diliberto, O’Donnell, Martinez & Meibaum Families.
CHRISTMAS TREE PROGRAM

This weekend our Tree is adorned with Food Ornaments. You may take as many food ornaments as you can afford. The food items must be purchased and placed under the tree by next weekend December 17th & 18th. All Christmas Baskets will be delivered to the families on Sunday, December 18th. 
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 24th, Christmas Eve

Vigil Masses: 4:00 and 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 25th Christmas Day:

12:00 Midnight; 8:00 a.m.; 10:00 a.m.  & 12:00 Noon. 

No evening Mass on Christmas Day.
THE REAL CHRISTMAS STORY

It was the week before Christmas. Parking spaces were hard to come by. There were long lines, crowded stores, rude people, and grossly inflated prices. In one long checkout line, one man was heard to say, "They should kill the guy who started Christmas." One wise and godly woman in the line said, "They did - they hung Him on a cross." Therein lies the REAL Christmas story. 

COLLECTION FOR DECEMBER 4, 2005
RECEIVED    $ 8,569.75
BUDGET        $ 7, 350.00

SURPLUS     $ 1, 219.75

CUMULATIVE DEFICIT $ 13,507.64
KEEP CHRIST IN YOUR CHRISTMAS![image: image4.png]












ALTAR DUTY – DECEMBER 18 – TEAM 3





Readings for the Week of December 11, 2005


Sunday:	Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1; 1 Thes 5:16-24; 	Jn 1:6-8, 19-28


Monday:						Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 										10ab; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 


Tuesday:	Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34; Mt 21:28-	32


Wednesday:	Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85; Lk 	7:18b-23


Thursday:	Is 54:1-10; Ps 30; Lk 7:24-30


Friday:	Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67; Jn 5:33-36


Saturday:	Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72; Mt 1:1-17


Sunday:						2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89; 


										Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38












